
Chairman’s Comments 

Glasgow — September 2016 

We hosted another highly successful 

event in September 2016 in the City 

Chambers in Glasgow.  We had over 

120 business people arrive on the 

night to listen to our key address by 

Paul Wheelhouse, MSP Minister for 

Business, Innovation and Energy;  

as well as an entertaining and interac-

tive session with Ros Taylor, a   corpo-

rate leadership 

coach.  

We received 

sponsorship 

support once 

again from our corporate member 

RSM UK to host this event in another 

grand setting. Also, sponsored was a 

business card draw by Stobart Air, 

providing two return tickets to Ire-

land from Scotland on any of their 

scheduled routes.   

As if by chance, one of our members 

attending the event has a safe pair of 

hands and agreed to draw out a  

winner! 

Formally welcoming our speakers was 

Dr Mark Hanniffy, Consul General of 

Ireland to Scotland.  

He introduced Fiona Hyslop, Scottish 

Cabinet Secretary for Culture,      

Tourism and External Affairs; Paschal 

Donohoe, Irish Minister for Public 

Expenditure and Reform; and from 

the world of business, Gordon Dewar, 

Chief Executive of Edinburgh Airport. 

The Irish Business Network Scotland (IBNS) is a not-for-profit 

organisation that connects high level business people from 

Ireland and Scotland to identify and explore new                

collaborative business opportunities.  

The Network was established in January 2016 by a group of 
like-minded business people from Ireland and Scotland, who 
believe that enhancing communication and building relation-
ships between individuals and organisations from both coun-
tries will add significant value to their business. 

The IBNS has three primary objectives: 

1. To facilitate better communication, connectivity and col-
laboration between the business communities of Ireland 
and Scotland. 

2. To provide a forum to assist entrepreneurs and compa-
nies from Ireland operating or seeking to operate in Scot-
land, as well as Scottish businesses with an interest in 
Ireland as a target market or operational base. 

3. To form a two-way platform for engagement between the 
business community of Ireland and the top levels of busi-
ness and public policy in Scotland. 

We aimed high for our formal launch 

of the Network in June 2016. None, 

quite literally in Edinburgh, higher 

than Edinburgh Castle! With sponsor-

ship support from Allied Irish Bank, 

we were able to host our launch in 

this magnificent venue.  

The team wanted to make an impact 

and a statement, that this was a  

professional and strategic business   

forum to allow business leaders to 

connect and share opportunities. It 

was a very successful 

evening with over 140 

people in the castle.  

We secured the talents 

of some very high pro-

file speakers as well. 

Colm Moloney is the Managing Director 

of Rubicon Heritage Services Ltd and 

Rubicon Heritage Services UK Ltd, and 

took up the Chairmanship of the IBNS at 

its inception in January 2016.  Along with 

his fellow board members and com-

mittee, he would like to thank all distin-

guished guests, keynote speakers and 

members for a fantastic launch of the 

network in 2016.   

A special mention to our main sponsors 

last year covering our launch events—

Allied Irish Bank and RSM UK. With a 

target for 300 members by 2020, we are 

on course to become a vital professional 

platform for leaders and businesses to 

connect across both Ireland and Scot-

land, and grow mutually beneficial 

opportunities.  

The IBNS was delighted to  

welcome a very special digni-

tary to a small focused event in 

Glasgow in late June 2016, to 

discuss the impact on the out-

come of the EU   Referendum.  

Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, was our 

sole speaker at this event spon-

sored by RSM UK.  He discussed 

with our members the im-

portance of trade links be-

tween Ireland and Scotland, as 

well as a general discussion 

around the EU referendum and 

its impact on businesses on 

both sides of the Irish Sea.  
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Following the success of the 

IBNS through several high pro-

file events, including our launch 

in Edinburgh Castle in June 

2016, following in September 

by a soft launch in Glasgow for 

our West of Scotland based 

members and potential mem-

bers, 2017 will be a year where 

the Network gets more       

specialised. 

It sees a calendar of events very 

much focusing on industry spe-

cifics. We intend to grow the 

membership base with a key 

driver in certain sectors of  

recognised growth both in  

Scotland and Ireland. We will 

continue our core function, to 

support incoming Irish business 

people and businesses, as well 

as provide a platform for out-

going Scottish business people 

and businesses seeking to make 

a foothold within the Irish 

economy.  

First up, is a construction event 

in February, followed by , in 

March, an excellent session 

targeting renewable energy—

specifically wind farm projects. 

For the ambitious members 

there, will be an                    

entrepreneurial event that will 

be thought-provoking and en-

ergising. 

We are in final blueprint stages 

of finalising our first anniver-

sary gala event and awards 

ceremony in June. Start putting 

aside your pennies to take a 

table at, what will be, the social 

event of the summer! 

We will also be running small, 

tailored breakfast briefings 

throughout 2017. 

  
  
  
  
  

 

  

A new business network is being launched to promote 
trade links between Scotland and Ireland. 

The Irish Business Network Scotland features established 
and new companies looking to expand. 

The move has been welcomed by the Scottish government. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-
36475163  

  
  
  
  
   
  

 

 

A new organisation has been established to capitalise on 
the growing trade between Scotland and Ireland. 

The Irish Business Network in Scotland will link the estab-
lished Irish business community in Scotland, companies in 
Ireland who want to expand into Scotland, and Scottish busi-
nesses with an interest in Ireland. 
  
http://www.irishtimes.com/business/companies/new-irish-business-
network-to-capitalise-on-scotland-trade-1.2677010 

  

 
  

  
A new organisation aimed at bringing together business-
es in Scotland and Ireland is being launched today. 
  
http://www.scotsman.com/business/markets-economy/scots-irish-
network-aims-to-build-business-links-1-4148889 

  

 

 
  

Founders of the Irish Business Network Scotland said it is 
being set up at a time when trade between the two countries 
has reached unprecedented levels. 
  
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/irish-news/scotsirish-
business-network-group-being-launched-34781917.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-36475163
http://www.scotsman.com/business/markets-economy/scots-irish-network-aims-to-build-business-links-1-4148889
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=Scotland&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/business/companies/new-irish-business-network-to-capitalise-on-scotland-trade-1.2677010
http://www.irishtimes.com/business/companies/new-irish-business-network-to-capitalise-on-scotland-trade-1.2677010
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/irish-news/scotsirish-business-network-group-being-launched-34781917.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-36475163
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=Ireland&article=true
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/irish-news/scotsirish-business-network-group-being-launched-34781917.html
http://www.scotsman.com/business/markets-economy/scots-irish-network-aims-to-build-business-links-1-4148889

